important from the historical and geographical point of view, they are far less important from a theological point of view". But see M.J. Miller and G.M. Tucker, The Book of Joshua (CBC, Cambridge, 1974) The critical historical approach that is identi ed with Wellhausen sought to nd in these chapters the sources that compose the Torah.
5
Alt and Noth, on the other hand, employed the methodology of form criticism to identify the diVerent materials that compose this group of chapters. They primarily distinguished two types of texts: city lists and border descriptions.
6
The section is patently constructed of diVerent elements, as is illustrated by the boundary and city descriptions that undoubtedly have their source in written texts, in contrast with the short narrative episodes, that are related to local conquests that unquestionably originate elsewhere (xiv 6-15; xv 13-19; xvii 3-4, 14-18). I do not intend to advance any additional hypothesis concerning the growth of the unit, and, in light of the many possibilities, it would be diYcult to draw tangible conclusions regarding the development of this complex unit and its dating. Scholarly research has paid less attention to the redaction of the unit, that left its mark both on the formation of the passages and on the composition as a whole. The current essay will seek to examine this redaction.
The two land distributions
Jos. xiii-xix contains two diVerent divisions of the land, one in xiv 1-5, and the other in xviii 1-10. The rst division is followed by a listing of the portions of Judah, Ephraim, and Manasseh (xv 1-xvii 13), while the second distribution relates to the territories of the remain-
